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General 
Cullen, F.T., Agnew, R., & Wilcox, P. (Eds.). (2018). Criminological theory: Past to 

present, 6th edition. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 
Hay, C. (2009). Examining key causes of crime in terms of their potential 

responsiveness to policy manipulation. The Criminologist, 34(2), 5-8. 
Kubrin, CE, Stucky, TD, & Krohn, MD. (2009). Researching theories of crime and 

deviance. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Peterson, R.D., Krivo, L.J., and Hagan, J. (Editors) (2006). The many colors of 

crime: Inequalities of race, ethnicity, and crime in America. New York, NYU 
Press. 

Rosenfeld, R. (2011). The big picture: 2010 Presidential address to the American 
Society of Criminology. Criminology, 49(1), 1-26. 

 
Control Theories of Crime 
Gottfredson, Michael R. and Travis Hirschi. 1990. A General Theory of Crime. Stanford: 

Stanford University Press. 
Hagan, John. 1989. Structural Criminology. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University 

Press. 
Hirschi, Travis. 1969. Causes of Delinquency. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Laub, J. H., & Sampson, R.J. (1995).  “Turning points in the life course: Why change 

matters in the study of crime.” Criminology, 31, 301-325. 

Deterrence, Rational Choice, and Routine Activities Theories of Crime 
Kposowa, A.J. 1999. “The effect of occupation and industry on homicide victimization in 

the United States.” Homicide Studies. 3:47-77.  
 

Social Disorganization Theories of Crime 
Bursik, Robert, Jr. and Harold G. 1993. Neighborhoods and Crime: The Dimensions of 

Effective Community Control. New York: Lexington Books. 
Cullen, Francis T., and Pamela Cox. 2010. “Sampson, Robert J.: Collective Efficacy 

Theory” Pp. 802-805 in Encyclopedia of Criminological Theory. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: SAGE Publications 
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Kposowa, Augustine J., Kevin D. Breault, and Beatrice M. Harrison. 1995. “Reassessing 
the Structural Covariates of Violent and Property Crimes in the USA: A County 
Level Analysis.” The British Journal of Sociology 46:79-105. 

Peterson, Ruth D., Lauren J. Krivo, and Mark A. Harris. 2000. “Disadvantage and 
Neighborhood Violent Crime: Do Local Institutions Matter?” Journal of Research 
in Crime and Delinquency 37:31-63. 

Sampson, Robert J. and Lydia Bean. 2006. “Cultural Mechanisms and Killing Fields: A 
Revised Theory of Community-Level Racial Inequality.” In The Many Colors of 
Crime: Inequalities of Race, Ethnicity and Crime in America, edited by Ruth D. 
Peterson, Lauren J. Krivo, and John Hagan. New York: New York University 
Press. 

Sampson, Robert J. and Jeffrey D. Morenoff. 2006. “Durable Inequality: Spatial 
Dynamics, Social Processes, and the Persistence of Poverty in Chicago 
Neighborhoods.” Pp. 176-203 in Poverty Traps, edited by Samuel Bowles, Steve 
Durlauf, and Karla Hoff. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  

Sampson, Robert. 2010. “Collective Efficacy.” Pp. 802-805 in Encyclopedia of 
Criminological Theory. edited by Francis T. Cullen & Pamela Wilcox.  Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage.  

Wilson, William Julius. 1991-1992. “Another Look at the Truly Disadvantaged.” Political 
Science Quarterly 106:639-56. 

----. 1996. When Work Disappears: The World of the New Urban Poor. New York: 
Vintage Books. 

 

Anomie and Strain Theories of Crime 
Kulis, Stephen, Flavio F. Marsiglia, and Tanya Nieri .2009. “Perceived Ethnic 

Discrimination versus Acculturation Stress: Influences on Substance Use among 
Latino Youth in the Southwest” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 50:443-459 

Messner, Steven F., and Richard Rosenfeld. 2001. Crime and the American Dream. 
Belmont: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning. 

 
Emotions and Crime 
Collins, Randall. 2009. Violence: A Micro-Sociological Theory. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press. 
Ferrell, Jeff, Hayward, Keith, and Jock Young. 2008. Cultural Criminology. Los Angeles: 

Sage. 
Katz, Jack. 1989. The Seductions of Crime: The Moral and Sensual Attractions in Doing 

Evil. New York: Basic Books. 
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Social Learning Theories of Crime 
Akers, Ronald and Gary Jensen.  2006. “The Empirical Status of Social Learning 

Theory of Crime and Deviance: The Past, Present and Future.” Pp. 37-76 in 
Taking Stock: The Status of Criminological Theory, edited by Francis Cullen, 
John Wright, and Kristie Blevins. New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers. 

Matthew Grindal and Tanya Nieri. 2015. “The Relationship between Ethnic-Racial 
           Socialization and Adolescent Substance Use: An Examination of Social Learning 

as a Causal Mechanism Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse, DOI: 
          10.1080/15332640.2014.993785 
Wolfgang, Marvin, Terence P. Thornberry and Robert M. Figlio. 1987. From boy to man, 

from delinquency to crime. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 

Labeling Theories of Crime 
Becker, Howard. 1963. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. New York: 

Free Press. 
Lemert, Edwin .1967. Human deviance, social problems, and social control. Englewood 

Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hal 
 

Developmental Theories of Crime 
Cobbina, Jennifer E. and Sharon S. Oselin. 2011. “It’s Not Only for the Money: An 

Analysis of Adolescent versus Adult Entry into Street Prostitution” Sociological 
Inquiry 81: 310-322. 

Cullen, F.T. (2011). Beyond adolescent-limited criminology: Choosing our future. 
Criminology, 49(2), 287-330.  

Farrington, David. 2006.  Integrated Developmental & Life-Course Theories of 
Offending. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.  

Giordano, Peggy C., Stephen A. Cernkovich, and Jennifer L. Rudolph. 2002. “Gender, 
Crime, and Desistance: Toward a Theory of Cognitive Transformation.” American 
Journal of Sociology 107(4): 990-1064. 

Hagan, John and Bill McCarthy. 1997. Mean Streets. Cambridge, MA: Cambridge 
           University Press. 
 
Marsiglia, Flavio F., Stephen Kulis, Scott T. Yabiku, Tanya Nieri, and Elizabeth 
          Coleman. 2011. “When to Intervene: Elementary School, Middle School or Both?  
           Effects of keepin’ It REAL on Substance Use Trajectories of Mexican Heritage 
           Youth Prevention Science 12:48-62 
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Critical, Conflict and Marxist Theories of Crime 
Spitzer, S. 1975. “Toward a Marxian Theory of Deviance.” Social Problems 22:638-651. 
Turk, Austin T. 2000. “Conflict Theory.” Pp. 46-51 in Encyclopedia of Criminology and 

Deviant Behavior, edited by Clifton D. Bryant, Volume 1. New York: Taylor and 
Francis. 

 

Feminist and Gendered Theories of Crime 
Special 10th Anniversary Issue: Is Criminology Still Male Dominated? Feminist 

Criminology, 11. October 2016. 
Britton, Dana. 2011. The Gender of Crime. New York: Rowman and Littlefield.  
Potter, Hillary. 2015. Intersectionality and Criminology: Disrupting and Revolutionizing 
Studies of Crime. New York: Routledge. 


