
Race and Class Inequality Exam Reading List (10/2017) 
 
Race vs. Class, Gender, etc.  
Sociologists debate the role of race in people’s lives. Some argue that race has a significant role 
in people’s lives while others argue that race is unimportant or less important than other factors. 
The two sides to this debate have different views about the extent to which racism exists. Using 
relevant literature, weigh-in on this debate about the role of race and the extent of racism. 
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Race and the Precarious Middle Class 
Income inequality has increased substantially since 1970 as the American Economy has 
polarized into a bifurcated or 'hour glass' economy. Consequently, there has also been a rise in 
the Sociological literature on the growing precariousness of the 'middle class', particularly among 
racial minorities. Review the trends and causes of the growth of income inequality and the 
methodological approaches scholars have taken to understanding its implications for the middle 
class. 
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Immigration and Shifting Color Line 
Scholars have been very interested in how the immigration of Latinos, Caribbeans, Africans, and 
Asians is effecting the U.S. racial composition and potentially altering the racial order. Some 
race scholars suggest the racial divide is shifting from white/non-white to non-black/black. 
Others suggest a more complex system is emerging. Describe the scholarship regarding a 
changing racial divide, making sure to include the major scholars and their arguments. What 
evidence do they bring to support their arguments? What argument and supporting evidence do 
you find the most convincing? Why?   
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Immigration and Varying Outcomes 
What accounts for the differences in why some immigrant groups in the United States have done 
better than others? How adequate is classic assimilation theory for explaining these differences? 
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Racial Threat Hypothesis 
The “threat hypothesis” is based on the belief that white persons are threatened when non-white 
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Critical Race Theory  
Provide an overview of the basic themes that comprise Critical Race Theory (CRT).  Also, 
discuss how CRT has served as a vehicle for the rise of other critical studies movements, such 
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